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1. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



H Box No. I 

H Box No. II 

H Box No. Ml 

□ Box No. IV 

H Box No. V 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Noh^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability . 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/S.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited < 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.16/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to . 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with' amendments, before the expiration of three ; 
rrwnths from the date of mailing of Form PCT1SA520 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, * 
whichever expires later. 1 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISAj220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCTJISA220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rgswijk - Pays Bas 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion ~ 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international aortication in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. ^ 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
(under Sites 12*33^*23 f^)^ ° f * translation fumished for purposes of internationaJ search 

2 ^ regard to any nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingJurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' D IlL^^^JlL* 6 ^ 88 ? ™ ore than one versk>n or ^ of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
~~^ n ^£^J! he ^ the statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 

copies is KJentical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the appliS as t [ited as 
appropriate, were fumished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 

1. 8 The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436&.1 and 66.7(a)). 
□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43tts.1 and 66.7(b)). 



2. □ 



^S 6ntly 1 . i l haS not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has : 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date, i 

I« iSX" ^nesfab'fehed as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

ffl^tA^?J^ a, l (RuleS 43 ^ 1and W.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the irtenSorSl 
filing date indicated above ts considered to be the relevant date. 

3 ' D l^n^i^J!?^ »o consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 
was not available to the ISA at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1) This oDintonhasT 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the retevantdate Iff me ^claimed ^r^fi 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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5^u NO wSL Non - establi8hm »nt of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

El claims Nos. 34,35 



□ the said irtemattonalappfic^ relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

0 the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 34 35 are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

° couWbeTormed^ N ° S ' are 80 i" 8 *** 1316 * s"PP°rted by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. i 

D c'ofTe^ fetin 9 *** not wi * ■» ***** P^vMed for in Annex 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

° 2S re 'fl e ?u t0 A he u nucleot ' de andfcr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-txs of the Administrative Instructions; 

□ i See separate sheet for further details : 



Fonn PCMSA/237 (January 20O4) 



AVAILABLE COPY 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTOB2004004023 



5£ x OS; Y "? a ?™? d under Rule 43M&1(aXI) wfth reganJ to novelty, inventive step or 

Industrial ap plicability; citations and explanations exporting sudT statement ^ 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



8-12,18,20,22-29,32,31,35 
1-7,13-17,19,21,30,33,34 



1-35 
1-35 



2. Citations and explanations 
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International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/004O23 



! Of OPinlon With regard to novelty, inventive s te p and industry 



BfiJtfimJlL 

Non-establlsh^ 
applicabimy 

Contrary to the Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims 34 and 35 rely, in respect of the technical features 
of the invention, on reference to the drawings and as such, they have not been examined. 



Baited^ 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-0 309 776 (PELZER HELMUT) 5 April 1989 (1989-04-05) 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-7,13-17,19,21 ,30 and 33 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 



Document D1 discloses (see the whole document) an air permeable panel for a cladding 
layer having the same configuration as described in claims 1 to 7 and further 1 3 to 
17,19,21 ,30 and 33. The subject-matter of said claims is therefore not novel. 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 8 to 12,18,20,22 to 29 and 32 does not involve an inventive step 
in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

The panel of document D1 is being incorporated to a cladding layer for vehicle parts 
presenting heat and sound insulating properties. An inventive activity cannot be justified for 
the building cladding system of claim 8 with the known support panel of D1 and with the 
same requirement of insulating properties. 

The additional features of dependent claims 9 to 1 2,20,22 to 29 and 32 appear to be 
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conventional and not leading to any unexpected effect. 
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